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Confidential sources, for whom T symbols are designated, 
hereinafter, are of known reliability unless otherwise stated. 

The 1950 issue of the International Motion Picture 
Almanac identifies subject a3 JULIUS MARX, professional name 
GRAUCHO MARX, one of the well known Marx Brothers, all of whom 
were born in New York City. GRAUCHO MARX, as he is best known 
to the public, was born in New York on October 2, 1895. His 
brothers are LEONARD (CHICO), ARTHUR (HARPO), and ZEPPO MARX. 

Their first stage experience was in a vaudeville with their 
mother and aunt, and were known as "Six Musical Mascots." Later 
they toured as the "Four Nightingales,” and finally as the "Four 
Marx Brothers.” They are all musicians of note. GRAUCHO MARX 
is rated as one, of the best guitar players in the country and 
also plays the piano, mandolin, and harp. HARPO gets his name 
from playing the harp, and also plays the piano, flute, and 
trombone. CHICO is an artist at the piano, , but he is also 
accomplished with cornet, zither, and violin. Brother ZEPPO 
plays the saxaphone, piano, cello, and flute. 

GRAUCHO MARX, together with his brothers, . has starred 
in a number of motion picture productions including Paramount 
films, "The Coconuts," "Animal Crackers," "Monkey Business" 

(1932), "Horse Feathers" (1933)* and "Duck Soup" (1935). 

Brother ZEPPO quit acting and opened the Zeppo Marx 
Agency in Hollywood during the 1930’s; and thereafter, GRAUCHO, 
CHICO, and HARPO appeared in "A Night at the Opera" produced by 
MGM. In 1937 GRAUCHO collaborated on a screen play entitled 
"The King and the Chorus Girl" produced by Warner Brothers. 

In 1936 GRAUCHO, CHICO, and HARPO made a ^ilm "A Day at the 
Races" for MGM. Other film productions in which the Marx 
Brothers have appeared have been "Room Service" for RKO in 1938* 
and "At The Circus" for MGM in 1938. In 19^0 they made "Go West" 
for MGM. More recent pictures have been "Night in Casablanca," 
"Love Happy," and "Copacabana ." 

In regard to GRAUCHO MARX’s background, the following 
appears In the Daily Worker, an East Coast Communist newspaper, 
issue of May 23, 1934, in a column about MARX by EMANUEL 
EISENBERG: 

"GRAUCHO MARX is of working class origin: His 

father was an Eastside tailor, and his mother sewed in 
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sweat shops. Once GRAUCHO worked witn" 
called the Leroy Trio; he r^^fged 


singing (he was then 13). 
took a job driving a grocery 
Cripple Creek in Colorado at 
one of the most diverting enter* a felt 
has never forgotten his origin— a nt^fif 
as many have felt, considerable satird? 
thrusts at contemporary society.” 
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GRAUCHO MARX is currently the sta# of a weekly radio 
and television show over NBC called "You Belt Your Life" sponsored 
by the Desoto-Plymouth Dea lers^t^jjjjbis shoy la produced and is 
broadcast weekly from Hollyi^ood. Vuj 
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According to4flj|H^ 
Foothill Road, Beverly Hlli^, 


GRAUCHO MARX 
California 


■ -The same source . 
address of 1150 South Bevej 
CR 46001. 
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According to records of the Federal District Court, 

Los Angeles, GRAUCHO MARX, together with his brother CHICO, were 
indicted and convicted in November, 1937, for violation of the 
Copyright law. They were sentenced to pay affine of $1,000 and 
be committed to jail until paid. y 
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Communist Party membership of Los Angeles County for some ten 
years between 1937 and 1947* advised that at no time have they 
had any reliable evidence that QRAUC HO MARX was a member of or 
a contributor to the Communist Party who was particularly 
well acquainted with the membership oWIRommunisfc Party's 
Motion Picture Section in Hollywood during the early 1940's, 
in Hollywood MARX was never known to be a Party member 

ir 4 0 fc V n Se 2 during vras a member 

1st Party 1 s Motion Hollywood 

e never had any reason or information to believe 

HO MARX was affiliated with the Party or sympathetic 
1 ^ Informant recalls that MARX, along with a great many. 

personalities of that period, was probably 
f affiliated in one way or another with various so-called mass 
; organizations in which the Party had an interest. It is infor- 
: mant's recollection also that MA7 
writers in the film industry a 
informant pointed o^ ever 
industry did knowJflHH^HH||HHHpBoth 
members of the CommflBlgn^59Ey^3^ MARX was~aw a 

that fact, informant did not know. Informant reiterated 
personally is sure that MARX was never a member of the Communist 
Party, and informant is likewise sure that he, informant, would 
have known or at least heard about it had MARX' been a member. * 
Informant added that, based on his own past experience and infor- 
mation concerning the Communist Party in Hollywood, any allega- 
tion that MARX was a member or is a contributor to the Comm unis t - 
Party is not based on any fact of which Informant is aware. 

v It is noted that the cumulative index to publications 

of the Committee on Un-American Activities , U. S. House of 
Representatives, released in January; 1953 # does not contain any 
reference to GRAUCHO MARX. . v ■ , . 

, - : The complete index of all reports of the California 

State Committee on Un-American Activities from its inception in “ 
1943 , likewise contains no reference to GRAUCHO MARX. 

■ •a***? V , ; • • 

■HHH Motion 

forme^gmoer or the Communist Party in H<? 
and W advised that he never knew or he 
name connected with the Communist Party. 


- 4 - 




j? iJ> 


b ic 





r 


LA 100-46655 




f£?tv S-JSiSLS! °?L*? P ? rienc ? an ? ta 0 »le<lge of the Comm/let 
^arty m Hollywood, there is no foundation within his knowlede** 

Party Dy allesation that MARX is or has been a member of the 

countv J he c ? mraunisb Party of Los Angeles 

? ro SjUi£feQ^BKi1IIR^ n 2 K a ? S J Sned to the Hollywood Section 
ir?TSPRr?°fPIP^ au v x ^ ed that he never knew or had any inf or- 

““ WaS 8 oeober of or sympathetic y tothe 

that rnxmmm ’ti iZ laed that he had no information or evidence 
that GRAUCHO MARX was even. a n actual member of the Communist 

Party; however,, it is^BlI^information that MARX was affiliated 
in one way or another*^^^M3everal Communist Party front organi- 
cs 0 !! 8 d t5* in K th f 19if0 * s ' as wil1 be set out in more detail 
subsequently herein. A 

„„ 3 - —Jj^ja^been connected with the film industry in 
Hollywood fnrHHH|^p|and was a for mer me mbe r of t he Communist 
Party’s Motion' WcturA Section betweer^H^nd^jjl^ had So 

with^he^party ^ nd ^ ca ^ e that GRAUCHO MAR^^as been .affiliated 

„ snd a member of the Communist Party 

i?«5 0 ll j W0 £ d ^ u * > personally acquainted with GRAUCHO 

i MARX and states that he has neyer b een a Communist party member 
I as far as informant is aware^HBpbharacterlzes MARX as not as 
1 politically conscious as his brother. HARPO is, and that in some 
I respects GRAUCHO is a very naive person and an individual who is 
I easily moved emotionally. Informant rates HARPO MARX as a 
lconsiderably smarter individual politically, but states that 
tooth HARPO and GRAUCHO are definitely anti-Communist at the 
l^esent time. In informant’s estimation. 
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-to join the Communist Party, it 
Informant recalls that 

iO_MAEX<-to.attend 


of the top 
MARX wen 
th. 

that"he"has 


Lgures of the 
LonPL^ut infoi 



_ _ one 

>mmuhist Party, - USA, at . the time ; .,/■ 
it recalls that he was horrified over 

Informant advises 

the ComraunistParty and that everything^ has°ever%aid^ eCt ° f 
th ?J “2* °!?i y has he never been affiliated with it but 
Sp?TTS2n S 5I?Sv thy f ? r J he Part y* Informant stated that undoubtedly 
GRAUCHO MARX was in the past tied up with one or more of the mass 
organizations in Hollywood in which the Communist Party was 

o2J er w!Li f '?2L inBt r Um ! n J2 1 in organizing. Informant pointed 
out, however, that most of these organization's were designed as > 

Communist fronts and that a great many people’ in Hollywood were 
members of or otherwise affiliated with them, who were not mem- 


bers of the Communist Party 



ood 
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MARX was “never a member of the 
Informant was aware 

former member of^^^^^^^Win the Common 

lollywood during thej^H|^^^HHKas well a 
jtfr n an organization striTigT^nfluenced by t!L 
^ommunisz party > had no information regarding GRAUCHO MARX's 
alleged interest or sympathy in the Communist Party. CjL jfo 

— . former member of the Communist Party i._ 
advised in Dctober, 1952# during an account of his exper 
a Communist Party member, reca lied that h e had met GRAUCHO MARX 
at several Progressive Party : functions irtfHHfeiuring 1948 . 
Informant never saw MARX at a v Cora&unist Paru^aeeting but stated 
that from the general tenor of MARX's remarks, he. informant, 
rated GRAUCHO MARX as an “extreme left-winger . “ 

„ of unknown reliability, who wa„^^_ 
associated with GRAU&iO MARX f or s^nuWbfer of" years 
_ advises that In so far as informant was aware, MARX 
a member of the Communist Party but that he appeared to 
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tlon^thatbMAHX wa^an^vi^reader^o^such^publicatlons^^^New 

?» o ; e x: i i e t^ a i ? n ' ■ \4 «*« w u&ast 1*^1:^ 

MRX evo/co^fSuLT^ae/SoX^^ 



f . this organization and has never been referred to by 

the leaders of the organization in such a way as to indicate that 
he is a friend of or sympathetic to this group . 

idvises that he has no evidence that GRAUCHO MARX 

jlJUn^^^artv^ut that 

t , , 1 «jMMpMpgpaM^^^^M|MBP|BBPMA R x t s 

a member of the Party^fcor^ 

c ^ n l!^ < * ers Informant h ad no lnfor mat 1 r>n . hov^^^^-S? to 

whether GRAUCHO MARX is aware o^BjJJp^affillations 

ACTIVITIES 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR DEFENSE 
OF POLITICAL PRISONERS (NCFDP P ) 

_ e. 1 . „ NCFDPP has been designated by the Attorney General 

of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 

The Daily Worker, Communist news organ in New York City, 
JU*J^r issue of May *934, page 5, carried a column by 
EMANUEL EISENBERG under the caption "GRAUCHO MARX on MOONEY 
USSR, and Political Prisoners," * 

. ^ „ „The write-up was the result of the author* s having 
visited GRAUCHO MARX in New York to ask him to appear at the 
June Jamboree which the NCFDPP was to hold on June 1 (1934) at 
138th Street and 7th Avenue, New York City. The Jamboree was 
being held for the benefit of the organization* s campaign for 
recognition of the status of political prisoners. It stated 
that MARX immediately accepted the invitation to appear at the 
Jamboree to help in the campaign. 
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The article thereafter quoted GRAUCHO MARX on a 
number of subjects and issues. 

In regard to TOM MOONEY, the Imprisoned labor leader, 
MARX is quoted as stating, "I have always considered the 
imprisonment of TOM MOONEY an outrage. There *s absolutely no 
question in my mind that he’s innocent, .. .If It wasn't for 
political reasons he would have been released years ago." 

In regard to the Scottsboro defendants, MARX is quoted 
in the article as stating, "The battle of the Communists for the 
lives of those boys is one that will be taught in Soviet America 
as the most inspiring and courageous battle ever fought. It will 
be a red letter day on the calendar. It will be what Bunker Hill 
is to the modern textbooks." 

Commenting on the Soviet Union, the article quotes 
MARX as stating, "You know, that’s a ’wonderful country they have 
there. Everybody expected it to fail. But its been going on for 
something like 16 years now — so I guess its a success! My 
brother HARPO was there a few months ago at the request of the 
Government and he came back with great reports. You knOw, they 
have no unemployment there at all. I wish we could say the same 
here . " 

"NEW DECLARATION OP INDEPENDENCE " 

EUGENE LYONS, author and publisher, in a book entitled 
"Red Decade," deals with the activity of the Communist Party and 
particularly its front organizations in Hollywood and elsewhere 
during the 1930’s. With reference to the above organization, 
LYONS’ book states: 

"Only Hollywood could have doped this one out... 

The declaration called for nothing less than the immediate 
breach of all economic relations with Germany. Nearly 
all Hollywood clamored for the honor of signing, for the 
most part neither knowing nor caring that it was at 
bottom another Communist fund raising and propaganda 
stunt. Unluckily, only 56 had signed the original 
document in 1776, wherefore no more could endorse the 
new one. Among the lucky ones to rate as Hollywood 
Hancocks were...." 
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The book thereafter lists a large number of Hollywood 
personalities including GRAUCHO MARX who allegedly signed the 
New Declaration of Independence." 


LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS 


The League of American Writers has been designated by 
the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 


In June, 1942, the Hollywood Chapter of League of 
American Writers issued a card advertising a function to be 
sponsored by this organization at the Hotel Roosevelt in 
Hollywood on June 12, 1942. This announcement card stated that 
the program would include an analysis of humor and the war, and 
that among the speakers would be GRAUCHO MARX. 

RUSSIAN WAR RELIEF 

The Fourth Report (1948) of the California Legislative 
Committee on Un-American Activities, on page 357, characterizes 
the Russian War Relief as "in every respect a satellite front of 
the Communist Party and.... not an organization similar to the 
American Red Cross." 

"News Letter," Volume 1, No. 3, published by the 
Southern California Division of Russian War Relief, Inc., dated 
August 1, 1942, carried an article advertising that the Music 
Committee of the Hollywood Committee of Russian War Relief held 
a Shostakovich Concert on Sunday, July 19, 1942, and that among 
those present were GRAUCHO MARX among other motion picture film 
personalities . 


NATIONAL COUNCIL OP AMERICAN 
SOVIET FRIENDSHIP (NCASF) 


The NCASF has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, as has 
also been its predecessor organization American Council on Soviet 
Relations. 


4Hm9°'°^ a ^ ne d from the Executive Secretary of the 
Los Angeles Council of American-Soviet Friendship in July, 1943, 
a copy of an open letter to the American people which had been 
put out by the American Council on Soviet Relations. This lette 
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aS fc ° how t0 fur> ther American-soviet friend- 

to^e ??ar,^ n h ai 2 e ? 8 contr J buti °n form. This letter purported 
to be signed by a large number of people, among them being manv 
Hollywood personalities including GRAUCHO 6 y 

"NEW MASSES 11 

page 7688 ' 19 * 2 ’ 

SlS 0 BIDDlI. the b \ At b°7i y ° eneral ° f thS Unlted Stat6S ’ 

. 1943 ^Hfc* dvised tbat an a rt auction for the 

benefit of New Mas§?^ was held July 13—16, 1943, at 8524 
Sunset 31vd. in Hollywood. One of. the guest auctioneers at this 

^Iv2L? n riv! ly u 6 i? f th ? t year Was to b A ^AUCHO MARX along with 
several other Hollywood personalities^ T & 




HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC COMMI T TEE (HDC ) 

tt . ? he Report of the California Legislative Committee 
on un-American Activities characterizes HDC as ‘'ollows: "This 

Jommunist front grew out of a series of fronts designed to entrap 
iollywood’s innocents in the motion picture industry." 

k * ■ k ? & 

According to^^HpfeRAUCHO MARX was among a list of 
sponsors of a mass me etlngoSBQn sored by the Radio Division of 
HDC in the spring of 1944 .<$£ra) 

An advertisement clipping from "Variety" trade paper 
for the entertainment industry, in its issue of May 12, 1944, 
announced that a mass meeting sponsored by the Radio Division of 
HDC would be held May 12, 1944, to hear political issues 
discussed. Among the sponsors of this event was GRAUCHO MARX 
along with a number of other radio and screen personalities. 

JOINT ANTI-FASCIST REFUGEE COMMITTEE (JAFRC) 

The JAPRC has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

b 2 b7~b 

According tqflHHbs part of the campaign put on by 
the National JAPRC organization in 1944, the Hollywood Branch of / . 
JAPRC secured a number of names to support a campaign to secure 



10 


LA 100-46665 




the release of JESUS HERNANDEZ TOMAS and his retinue who were 
being held in Seattle, Washington, by the State Department. 

They were en route from the USSR to Mexico. TOMAS had been the 
Minister of Education in Spain during the Spanish Revolution, 
after which he went to the USSR. According to informant, 

GRAUCHO MARX was one of the above mentioned signers along with 
other Hollywood film people .(jk'vO 

HOLLYWOOD WRITERS MOBILIZATION 
FOR DEFENSE (HWM) 

Hollyvrood Writers Mobilization for Defense has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United States pursue 
to Executive Order 10450. According to information fro 
HWM held a meeting of its Executive Council on March 13, 

Among other things discussed at this meeting was a report on 
radio activit^^. particularly regarding a radio workshop. 

According tc^HfeHWM claimed to have organized an Advisory 
Committee pledged to cooperate in a radio series dealing with the 
Atomic Bomb. On this Advisory Committee was GRAUCHO MARX along 
with a number other prominent motion picture actors and 
actresses. 

is noted thatMHMBHBB Mfe. l 

_ and a member ofJh^G ommunxst ^ ^ 

?arty at tha€"time as has been heretofore noted^XJ^has no 
information, however, that GRAUCHO MARX was ever a member of the 
Communist Party 

HOLLYWOOD INDEPENDENT CITIZENS COMMITTEE 
OF ARTS. SCIENCES. AND PROFESSIONS (HICCAS P) 

The HICCASP is characterized on page 51 of the 19^8 
Report of the California Legislative Committee on Un-American 
Activities as one of a number of organizations which were 
controlled and directed by Communists. 

W\ * - 

k 19^6 described HICCASP as probably the most 

effective instrument of the Communist Party in the Southern 
California area at that time since it had succeeded the Hollywood 
Democratic Committee. Informant reported that there had been 
some withdrawals from the HICCASP membership in 19^6, following 
exposures of the Communist Party’s relations to the USSR and that - 
country’s attitude toward other nations. To make up for these 


b\ 


[n this connection. 
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resignations, according t 
were added to the Executive 
was GRAUCHO MARX^JjtC) 

According t 
were among thos e whn 
HICCASP betwee 



a number of Hollywood people 
ouncil of HICCASP, and among these 

r ^AUCH0 MARX and two of his brothers 
" r more to 



COMMITTEE FOR THE FIRST AMENDMENT 


i+-o mJin 2 aliforn ia Committee on Un-American Activities, in 

° n £ as ® 210 ' identi fies the Committee for thi 

rtAf‘f^o in Je d S ent a f 4. a recentl y created Communist front in the 
defense °f Communists and Communist fellow travelers . Its 

immediate purpose Is to create favorable public opinion for the 
Communists who refuse to testify (in October, 194?) before the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities in Washington, D. C?" 

,, "Peoples World," Communist news organ for the 

west Coast, in its Los Angeles edition for October 29. 1947 
?!f e k^?° lu ! n i ^ carries an article under the caption, “More 
.elebrities Join Defense Group, Denounce Film industry Inquisi- • 

-n th ® reafter * Stated that GRAUCHO MARX was among 

trill? 3 ? 80 ? 6 !?’ 18 ? ^ actors, writers, directors, and others in the 
Hollywood film Industry released by the Committee for First 
Amendment; that the Committee condemned the attempt by the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities to smear the motion 
picture industry, and that "any investigation into political 

beliefs of the individual is contrary to the basic principles of 
democracy," * 

CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS (CRC ) 

The Civil Rights Congress has been designated by the 
Gener al of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 

10450, 


fa- 


„„ . „ According tq^Bpin 1949, GRAUCHO MARX of 9437 Santa 

Monica Blvd,, Beverly Hills, California, was carried on the 
mailing list^^£^3C at Los Angeles* The same information was 
furnished b^flBwho, however, pointed out that the appearance 
of the individual’s name on a mailing list of CRC or any other 
front organization did not of Itself Indicate membership in or 
sympathy with the organization. 


bib 
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AMERICAN YOUTH FOR DEMOCRACY (AYD) 


.. rt ^ 4 . ' aas ^ een designated by the Attorney General of 

the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450 

b t ioij> 

. According to^m^in 1948 GRAUCHO MARX of 710 North 
Hillcrest, Beverly Hills, California, was among those who had 

the n AYD?$kfil invifcatlon to attend an "FDR Rally" sponsored by 
/ MISCELLANEOUS 


_ . . The Daily Worker," Communist news organ on the East 

Coast, in its issue of February 9, 1939, carried an article under 
the caption Lift Embargo Say Screen Stars." The article there- 
after includes the photographs of a number of motion picture 
actors and actresses, including that of GRAUCHO MARX. According 
to the article, all of these were for lifting the embargo on the 
Spanish Government. 


The ’Peoples World," Communist periodical for the West 
"oast, in its issue of April 25, 1945, page 2, column 4, carried 
e news item from San Francisco, California, under the caption 
Anti Franco Forces Open Office in SF,” GRAUCHO MARX was 
indicated in the article as active in a new committee called 
Friends of the Spanish Republic, which had been formed to insure 
that no recognition should be accorded to the Franco Government 
at the United Nations Conference. 


- C - 



- 13 - 


LA 100-46665 




ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


fho 




who IS fche3 

November^H 

^Angeles Office and furnl3he^^T^^o?mat^^fftrlButejffo 

u a. wha -*-* nr ^ a red to be 


\r/l- 

b^ } 


reason 


Los 


conta< 


WEI? 


not 


iDeclficallv seated 
Cr^ot be disclosed. Indices of the 
eflect any previous reference to 

(j£ 


I 



* 


14 - 


LA 100-45665 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


COM 


' i UiL 


Identity 
of Source 


Date of Activity 
And/or Description 
of Information 


Agent to 
Date whom 

Received Furnished 


File Number 
where 
Located 





Alleged contribu- 
tion to CP 


CP records 



CP records 


CP records 


Negative as to 
CP membership 



Orally 



- 15 - 


) 


LA 100-46665 


Identity 
of Source 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Date of Activity 
And/or Description 
of Information 


Agent to 
Date whom 

Received Furnished 



File Number 
where 
Located 



Negative as to 
P membership 



ASP membership 
negative 


'retext contact by SA| 

Executive Secretary NCASF, Loi 



n 1943 with 
geles . 


Orally 




100-15732- 
2790} Chi- 
cago letter 
to Seattle 
dated 12/1/ 
52*, 


Orally 



Orally 


100-7690-74 
P. 35 


b l 


•r!t> 

1 / 


A- 



HDC 


JAFRC 

HICCASP 



100-18355- 
1B8-1, p.47 


100-3514-137 

100-18355- 

262/ p.3 


- 16 - 


p f: - 

C U : < 


? 



LA 100-4SS65 


Identity 
of Source 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


Date of Activity 
And/or Description 
of Information 


HWM 


CRC 


AYD 




Agent to 
Date whom 
Received Furnished 



Residence and 
business 


File Number 
where 
Located 


100-12415- 
1134, V.2,1 
P.45 

100-31791- , 
Lbl-1 p,25j 


100-22035- 
1B7- p.301^ 


Orally 



Ora lly 


i) lC 

) 


* 


A 


Director, FBI 





• « . k > 


SAC, Los Angeles (100-46665) KJj^.'.L 

EXur./ \ 

OTHERS 

JULIUS H. MARX, wa. Graucho Marx 
SECURITY MATTER - C .. 

(00 Los Angeles) vK;3 
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December 1, 1953 
■VnC*'. CONTAINED 
VCLAGSIFIEO 
JEi.ii SHOWH 



Five copies of report of S 
Los Angeles, are enclosed herewith, 
the pertinent information contained in the Los Angeles files 
concerning GRAUCHO MARX, together with results of a check of 
all available confidential sources who would logically have 
been in a position of knowing or hearing of the affiliation, 
if any, of GRAUCHO MARX with the Communist Party, 


J)1C 


2/1/53, 

ates 


from 



redication is based on receipt, by Los Angeles 
n Diego Office, of a copy of a routine report 
st 17, 1953# from a confidential informant. 
Among Other matters sat out 
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no 1 



San Diego was requested to recontact) 
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negation r Results of the recontact revealed 

s of value upon which to base an evalua- 
nformation. A copy of San Diego letter 
October 12, 1953* setting out regults 
of the reoontaot is enclosed for the Bureau* s 

Reference is made to the administrative section 
ring to a telephone call received 
RAUCHO MARX, Unless the 3ureau 
raonal contact is being made with , j 
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CP, USA, DISTRICT # 13 
SAN DUGO DIVISION 
IS - C 


1 C c, . _ . . 

vU1vuu»\. w C 

Decias^fy 



INFORMATION USED FROM THIS MEMO SHOULD BE CAREFULLY" PARAPHRASED SO AS 
TO PROTECT THE IDENTITY OF THE INFORMANT. , 

Confidential Informants each of -whom 

have furn^j^^jje^^hj^^nfoimatxor^i^h^past^TeJ^phonicaily cont- 
acted s AflHH^K>n 10/25/55* Information furnished will be 
subnitteeH^xnei^r^eport form later* feQ 





\>^ 




'O 


c 

& 


I 


TO: SAC. 

FOU: 

RE: Cl, 

San Diego Divj 
IS-C 



ALL .... 
aftJSEEiS 
EXCEPT 
fllflg 



Date. 11-1-55 

'.'ATJCN CONTAINED 
IF-L'^IFIED 
JhiiHH OWAj 




^ed 10-24-55 was received 

com Confidential Informan 

whom has furnished 

original report is filed as 

The contents of this report have not been discus sedMvith 
the informants. The matter will be discus sed with them on the occasion 
of the next contact and additional information obtained will 
a matter of record in a supplemental report and memorandum. 
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Five copies of report of SAflpHI^HHi^HBPl 2/1/53, 
Los Angeles, are enclosed herewith. This report incorporates 


the pertinent information contained in the Los Angeles files 


concerning GRAUCHO MARX, together with results of a check of 


to < 


InS all available confidential sources who would logically have 
• been in a position of knowing or hearing of the affiliation. 


if any, of GRAUCHO MARX with the Communist Party. 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

Subject is radio and TV comedian currently* starring in TV show 
You Bet Your Life” sponsored by DeSoto-Plymouth Dealers over 
NBC. Rank and file member of Communist Party (CP), San Diego 
County, recently remarked to confidential informant’ that GRAUCHO 
MARX contributes heavily to CP; however, original source gave no 
basis for this allegation. Los Angeles informants familiar with 
CP activity in Hollywood motion picture and radio industry 
throughout 1940* s state MARX was never affiliated with CP a nd 
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[hi934 the Dally 

* — -- — — < — o, a vie battle of the Communists for 

the lives of these boys (Scottsboro defendants) is one that will 
be taught in Soviet America as the most inspiring and courageous 
battle ever fought.” Subject reported to have been affiliated or 
otherwise interested in varying degrees during 1940* s with a 
number of Communist front or influenced organizations, including 
League of American Writers, American Council of Soviet Friendship, 
Hollywood Democratic Committee, Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee 


Committee, and others. MARX was in 
violation of Copyright law in 1937. 

CLASS. A SXT." 

1£AS0N - FCIM 

DETAILS: 

AT LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA 




and convicted for 

W*. 





APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 




SPECIAL AMENT 
IN CHAROE 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


COPIES OP THIS EXPORT 


l£L=A 4072 .^ -/ 


(D- Bureau (REG.) 

3 - Los Angeles (100^665 

COPIES DESTSOTSD / £?J° 


RECQRDED-34 


INDEXED-34 


■UMiUfi %QV 


RE C’D. 


PROPERTY OF FBI — This confidential-report jipj^its consents are loaned to you by the 

■ ^<&ributed/>utside ofagefjcy to which loaned. 



iya 25 


r. f c 


and are not to be\^ 

BajjRnEfJTIAl 



( 1 


LA 100-46665 



Confidential sources, for whom T symbols are designated, 
hereinafter, are of known reliability unless otherwise stated. 


The 1950 issue of the International Motion Picture 
Almanac identifies subject as JULIUS MARX, professional name 
GRAUCHO MARX, one of the well known Marx Brothers, all of whom 
were born in New York City. GRAUCHO MARX, as he is best known 
to the public, was bom in^jjew York on Oc tobe r 2, 1895. His 
brothers are LEONARD .( CHIC^f , ARTHUR (HARP^S ®nd ZEPPO^MARX. 
Their first stage experience was in a vaudeville with their 
mother and aunt, and were known as "Six Musical Mascots," Later 
they toured as the "Four Nightingales," and finally as the "Four 
Marx Brothers." They are all musicians of note. GRAUCHO MARX 
is rated as one of the best guitar players in the country and 
also plays the piano, mandolin, and harp. HARPO gets his name 
from playing the harp, and also plays the piano, flute, and 
trombone. CHICO is an artist at the piano, but he is also 
accomplished with cornet, zither, and violin. Brother ZEPPO 
plays the saxaphone, piano, cello, and flute. 


GRAUCHO MARX, together with his brothers, has starred 
in a number of motion picture productions including Paramount 
films. "The Coconuts," "Animal Crackers," "Monkey Business" 
(1932), "Horse Feathers" (1933)* and "Duck Soup" (1935). 

Brother ZEPPO quit acting and op A - vl the Zeppo Marx 
Agency in Hollywood during the 1930* s; and v >reafter, GRAUCHO, 
CHICO, and HARPO appeared in "A Night at the opera" produced by 
MGM. In 1937 GRAUCHO collaborated on a screen play entitled 
"The King and the Chorus Girl" produced by Warner Brothers. 

In 1936 GRAUCHO, CHICO, and HARPO made a film "A Day at the 
Races" for MGM. Other film productions in which the Marx 
Brothers have appeared have been "Room Service" for RKD in 1938, 
and "At The Circus" for MGM in 1938. In 1940 they made "Go West" 
for MGM. More recent pictures have been "Night in Caseblanca," 
"Love Happy," and "Copacabana." 

In regard to GRAUCHO MARX's background, the following 
appears in the Daily Worker, an East Coast Communist newspaper, 
issue of May 23, 1934, In a column about MARX by EMANUEL 
—HEISENBERG: 


"GRAUCHO MARX is of working class origin: His 

father was an Eastside tailor, and his mother sewed in 
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sweat shops. Once GRAUCHO worked witfi a vaudeville troupe 
called the Leroy Trio; he received $5 a week for soprano 
singing (he was then 13). Another time, stranded, he 
took a Job driving a grocery wagon between Victor and 
Cripple Creek in Colorado at $3 a week. Today he is 
one of the most diverting entertainers in America. He 
has never forgotten his origin--and his nonsense contains, 
as many have felt, considerable satire and passionate 
thrusts at contemporary society.” 

EMPLOYMENT 


GRAUCHO MARX is currently the star of a weekly radio 
and television show over NBC called "You Bet Your Life” sponsored 
by the Desoto-Plymouth Dealers. This show is produced and is 
broadcast weekly from Hollywood, 



The same source advises that MARX has a business 
address of 1150 South Beverly Drive, Los Angeles, telephone 
CR 46001. 


IDENTIFICATION RECORD 

According to records of the Federal District Cdurt, 

Los Angeles, GRAUCHO MARX, together with h. 4 ' brother CHICO, were 
indicted and convicted in November, 1937, fo. violation of the 
Copyright law. They were sentenced to pay a tine of $1,000 and 
be committed to Jail until paid. 


It is noted that the cumulative Index to publications 
of the Committee on Un-American Activities, U. S. House of 
Representatives, released in January, 1953 * does not contain any 
reference to GRAUCHO MARX. 



The complete index of all reports of the California 
State Committee on Un-American Activities from its inception in 
1943, likewise contains no reference to GRAUCHO MARX. 
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that, based on his own experience and knowledge of the Communist 
Party In Hollywood, there is no foundation within his knowledge 
for any allegation that MARX is or has been a member of the 
Party. 
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ACTIVITIES 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR DEFENSE 
OF POLITICAL PRISONERS (NCFDP P) 


The NCFDPP has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive rv-^.er 10450. 

x 


The Dally Worker, Communist news organ in New York City 
in its issue of May 23, 193^, page 5 . carried a column by 
EMANUEL EISENBERG under the caption "GRAUCHO MARX on MOONEY, 

USSR, and Political Prisoners." 


The write-up was the result of the author* s having 
visited GRAUCHO MARX in New York to ask him to appear at the 
June Jamboree which the NCFDPP was to hold on June 1 (1934) at 
138th Street and 7th Avenue, New York City. The Jamboree was 
being held for the benefit of the organization's campaign for 
recognition of the status of political prisoners. It stated 
that MARX immediately accepted the invitation to appear at the 
Jamboree to help in the campaign. 
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The article thereafter quoted GRAUCHO MARX on 
number of subjects and issues. 

In regard to TOM MOONEY, the imprisoned labor leader, 
MARX is quoted as stating, "I have always considered the 
imprisonment of TOM MOONEY an outrage. There’s absolutely no 
question in my mind that he’s innocent. .. .If it wasn’t for 
political reasons he would have been released years ago." 

In regard to the Scottsboro defendants, MARX is quoted 
in the article as stating, "The battle of the Communists for the 
lives of those boys is one that will be taught in Soviet America 
as the most inspiring and courageous battle ever fought. It will 
be a red letter day on the calendar. It will be what Bunker Hill 
is to the modern textbooks." 

Commenting on the Soviet Union, the article quotes 
MARX as stating, "You know, that's a wonderful country they have 
there. Everybody expected it to fail. But its been going on for 
something like 16 years now — so I guess its a success! My 
brother HARPO was there a few months ago at the request of the 
Government and he came back with great reports. You know, they 
y-ave no unemployment there at all. I wish we could say the same 
here." 

"NEW DECLARATION OP INDEPENDENCE" 

_1_ • v 

EUGENE LVOfis, author and publisher, in a book entitled 
"Red Decade," deals with the activity of the Communist Party and 
particularly its front organizations in Hollywood and elsewhere 
during the 1930' s. With reference to the above organization, 
LYONS’ book states: 

"Only Hollywood could have doped this one out... 

The declaration called for nothing less than the immediate 
breach of all economic relations with Germany. Nearly 
all Hollywood clamored for the honor of signing, for the 
most part neither knowing nor caring that it was at 
bottom another Communist fund raising and propaganda 
stunt. Unluckily, only 56 had signed the original 
document in 1776, wherefore no more could endorse the 
new one. Among the lucky ones to rate as Hollywood 
Hancocks were...." 




00!!tF’LD^fT»Ai( 
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The book thereafter lists a large number of Hollywood 
personalities including GRAUCHO MARX who allegedly signed the 
New Declaration of Independence." 

LEAGUE OF AMERICAN WRITERS 

The League of American Writers has been designated by 
the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 

In June, 1942, the Hollywood Chapter of League of 
American Writers issued a card advertising a function to be 
sponsored by this organization at the Hotel Roosevelt in 
Hollywood on June 12, 19^2. This announcement card stated that 
the program would include an analysis of humor and the war, and 
that among the speakers would be GRAUCHO MARX. 

RUSSIAN WAR RELIEF 

The Fourth Report (1948) of the California Legislative 
Committee on Un-American Activities, on page 357, characterizes 
the Russian War Relief as "in every respect a satellite front of 
the Communist Party and.... not an organization similar to the 
American Red Cross." 

"News Letter," Volume 1, No. 3, published by the 
Southern California Division of Russian War Relief, Inc., dated 
August 1, 1942, carried an article advertising that the Music 
Committee of the Hollywood Committee of Russian War Relief held 
a Shostakovich Concert on Sunday, July 19, * v2, and that among 
those present were GRAUCHO MARX among other u. tion picture film 
personalities . 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF AMERICAN- 
SOVIET FRIENDSHIP (NCASF) 

The NCASF has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, as has 
also been its predecessor organization American Council on Soviet 
Relations. 
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According to Congressional Record, September 24, 1942, 
page 7688 , "New Masses" Is characterized as a "Communist 
Periodical" by the then Attorney General of the United States, 
FRANCIS BIDDLE. 



HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE (HDC ) 


The 1948 Report of the California Legislative Committee 
on Un-American Activities characterizes HDC as follows: "This 

Jommunist front grew out of a series of fronts designed to entrap 
Hollywood* s innocents in the motion picture industry." 



An advertisement clipping from "Variety" trade paper 
for the entertainment industry, in its issue of May 12, 1944, 
announced that a mass meeting sponsored by the Radio Division of 
HDC would be held May 12, 1944, to hear political Issues 
discussed. Among the sponsors of this event was GRAUCHO MARX 
along with a number of other radio and screen personalities. 

JOINT ANTI-FASCIST REFUGEE COMMITTEE (JAFRC) 

The JAFRC has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 
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HOLLYWOOD INDEPENDENT CITIZENS COMMITTEE 
OF ARTS. SCIENCES. AND PROFESSIONS (HICCASP ) 


The HICCASP Is characterized on page 51 of the 19^8 
Report of the California legislative Committee on Un-American 
Activities as one of a number of organizations which were 
controlled and directed by Co mmunists . 



- 11 


COMMITTEE FOR THE FIRST AMENDMENT 


The California Committee on Un-American Activities, in 
its 1948 Report on page 210, identifies the Committee for the 
First Amendment as "a recently created Communist front in the 
defense of Communists and Communist fellow travelers. Its 
immediate purpose is to create favorable public opinion for the 
Communists who refuse to testify (in October, 1947) before the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities in Washington, D. C." 

The ’’Peoples World,” Communist news organ for the 
West Coast, in its Los Angeles edition for October 29, 1947, 
page 3> column 1, carries En article under the caption, "More 
Celebrities Join Defense Group, Denounce Film Industry Inquisi- 
tion." The article thereafter stated that GRAUCHO MARX was among 
an expanded list of actors, writers, directors, and others in the 
Hollywood film industry released by the Committee for First 
Amendment; that the Committee condemned the attempt by the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities to /linear the motion 
picture industry, and that "any investigate v into political 
beliefs of the individual is contrary to the uisic principles of 
democracy." 

CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS (CRC ) 

The Civil Rights Congress has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 
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AMERICAN YOUTH FOR DEMOCRACY (AYD) 



The AYD has been designated by the Attorney General of 
the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 



MISCELLANEOUS 


The "Dally Worker," Communist news organ on the East 
Coast, in its issue of February 9, 1939, carried an article under 
the caption "Lift Embargo Say Screen Stars." The article there- 
after includes the photographs of a number of motion picture 
actors and actresses, including that of GRAUCHO MARX, According 
to the article, all of these were for lifting the embargo on the 
Spanish Government, 

The "Peoples World," Communist periodical for the West 
“oast, in its issue of April 25, 1945, page 2, column 4, carried 
s news item from San Francisco, California, under the caption 
"Anti Franco Forces Open Office in SF." GRAUCHO MARX was 
indicated in the article as active in a new committee called 
Friends of the Spanish Republic, which had been formed to insure 
that no recognition should be accorded to the Franco Government 
at the United Nations Conference. 
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Memorandum 


TO 


MR. MOHR 


date: 


from : W. S. TAVEL 





subject: 

O r . 


o 

GROUCHO MAR X 

"YOU BET YOUR LIFE" PROGRAM 






'C 
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Called on 2/29/ 60 to advise that he had been 

listening to the captioned program on last Thursday, 2/2 5/60 ^m^BC, Channel 4, 
and that one of the contestants was an individual described 

"stumble bum" who admitted being a former pugilist and bootlegger7|||^^|^^ 

said that when this contestant, whose name he did not recall, stated he had been 

a bootlegger, Marx asked, "You meai^rm^vere a bootlegger for the FBI?" 

in an apparent effort to be funny. said the contestant m ade some non - 

commital answer and there was little laughter from the audience. 

stated that he felt that Marx's question was in poor taste and simplywantecUo 

call it to the Bureau's attention. 

I certainly agree that, if the question was phrased as( 

stated, it was in poor taste but I do not feel that any further action is warranted. 



RECOMMENDATION: 


WST:hif 

( 2 ) 


Submitted for information. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington , D. C . 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 


Tele. Room 
Mr. Inyarn 



I suggest that the TV entertainer Groucho Marks 
be investigated as being a Communist. ' “ — — 



Last night on his program both my husband and 
I understood him to pronounce " The United States" as "The 
United Snakes . " 

In his book "Groucho and Me" he speaks quite 
affectionately of Charlie Chaplin, who is a well known 
Communist'. 

C 

.. By the way, your own book "Masters of Deceit" 

is a masterpiece. I have bought a copy for myself and 
four or five conies as gifts. It is slmnly a wonderful 
^book. Thank you for It* 



Please, Mr. Hoover, investigate Groucho Marks. 
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oux letter of June 17, 1960, was received 
during Mr. Hoover’s nbeence from the city, and I am v> 
acknowledging it for him. It will be called to his attention 
upon hie return to Washington, t know he will be appro- 
dative of your favorable remarks concerning, "Masters 
of Deceit. " *• ; v ' - * - - ’ ' * " s - ^ 
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1 - Los Angeles - Enclosure 


Sincerely yours. 


Belen W. Gandy 
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NOTE: 

An in-abseS 

JS5?a«5%hat we investigate! Grouch. 

he is a communist, Marx Is. th# Subject of Bufile 100-407258. His 
real name is Julius H^Mara ^and ne is pres^^^jjarring in the TV 

(NOTE CONTINUED NEXT PAGE) 
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Oct, 23 , 1^61 



PERSONAL 

Mr, J, Edgar Hoover 

Department of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D,C, 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 


AH 


As a loyal citizen of the United States, I am 
writing to you concerning the TV program entitled " Dupont 
Show of the Week" which was broadcast last night over NBC, 

I am outraged by this show which appeared to be 
full of Communist propaganda - so much of it that I cannot 
begin to name it all. It was NOT funny. The Red stench was 
unmistakable. The program went out of the way to make the 
automobile industry in our country appear to be silly and 
the American people weak, incompetent and arrogant. 


(T} As one example among too many to even mention, 
Groucho^Karx said, in speaking of the American people. " 
drove arOWd their' ARROGANCE. " 


They 



I understand that Groucho Marx has strong Red 
leanings and that he was a member of the Red Front called 
" Committee for the First Amendment" and that he signed 
Cablegram of allegiance to Stalin. Please write and let 
me know if this is correct and what other Information 
I am entitled as a United States citizen to know concern ing 
his Red affiliations, so I pan speak with authority when 
discussing him. 


No doubt you have already thoroughly investigated 
Groucho Marx, but please also investigate the writer or 
writers of the TV script for the Dupont sponsored show. 

Hoping to hear from you soon, I am 
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October 27, 1961 , 
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bare received your letter dated October 23, * 
„ ie interest which prompted your communicating 
with *e is appreciated* 

. While X would like to be of assistance, the 

jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI, strictly 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government, do 
not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
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organize a group 

" of Hr, Hoover# 


control 
pr 


of students > such money to be under the 

over# He requested that a copy of his ;r 

ronnsalsJiesent to Senator Everett Dirksen* Reply sent 
oSHHHMmd proposals sent to the Senator# Groucho 
Marx is the /subject or Bufile 100-407258. His real name 
is Julius H.^M arz. He ‘is a well-known television and 
aovie~person41ityT* In 1953# a rank-and-file member of the 
CP in California remarked to an informant that Man. 
contributed heavily to the CP# However# source gave no 
basis for allegation. Los Angeles informants familiar 
with CP activities# Hollywood motion picture and radio 
industry# throughout the 1940's stated Man was never 
affiliated with the Party and never to their knowledge 
contributed to it. Nan reported to have been affiliated 
or otherwise interested in varying degrees in the 1940’s 
with a number of CP front and CP-Influenced organizations. 

The "Committee for the First Amendment" cited as a communist 
front "in the defense of communists and communist fellow 
travelers" by the California Senate Fact-Finding Committee 
on Un-American Activities*. The following items of literature 
were sent correspondent A 

1* "What You Can Do to Fight Communism 
’f • • and Preserve America" 

_2. - Director's Statement# April 17# 1941# 

\ . \ re Internal Security 

i ? * > 
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« Memorandum 

Mr. DeLoacftx 



suBjBCTf^YOU BET YOUR LIFE 
GROUCHOMARX 
NBC 


«« 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
date: February 3, 1959 



We received a letter ,froi»™ 

Los Angeles 48, California, suggesting, that tne Director A ^ 

Russian to Groucho^Jarx on the GrouchbwMarx television show Thursday evening. 
January 29, 1959. * 


The show was monitored and there was nothing on it concerning the 
Bureau or matters of any interest to us. 


The Thursday night show is originally taken from the radio show which 
precedes it and something could, of course, /been cut from the Kinescope of the radio 
version. . have 
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Jones to DeLoach memo 



RECOMMENDATION: 


In view of the above background, it is not felt that anything can be 
accomplished by acknowledging^HHHHfebtter, and if we do we will undoubtedly 
promote further correspondence^^Hl^r / / £ 
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INVESTIGATION OF UN-AMERICAN PROPAGANDA 
ACTIVITIES IN THE UNITED STATES 


TUESDAY, AUGUST S7, 1940 

House or Repbe^entatttbs, 

SmcOMMITTEE OF THE SpECIAJL COMMITTEE TO 

Investigate Un -America n Acttvtttes. 

AVtr Fork , A r . F. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Present: Hon. Martin Dies (chairman). 

Also present : Dr. J. B. Matthews, director of research; George F. 
Hurley, investigator; and Stephen W. Binningham, investigator. 

TESTIMONY OF HOWARD C. BFSKMORE, FORMER WE ITER FOR 
THE DAILY WORKER 

(The witness was duly sworn by the chairman.) 

Mr. Matthews. What is your full name? 

Mr. Rr^HMORE. Howard C. Rushmore. 

Mr. Matthews. Where do you live? 

Mr. Rtshmore. Here in Manhattan, 75 Thayer Street. 

Mr. Matthews. Where were you born ? 

Mr. Rtshmore. In South Dakota : July 2, 1912. 

Mr. M ait hews. Are you a member of t he Communist Party ? 

Mr. Rtshmore. Yes. 

Mr. Matthews. When did you join the Communist Party! 

Mr. Rtshmore, I joined in 1933. 

Mr. Matthews. Where? 

Mr. Rtshmore. In St. Louis, Mo. 

Mr. Matthews. Do you recall who recruited you into the party! 
Mr. Rushm( be. A man by the name of William Sentner. 

Mr. Matthews. Do yoiTrecall whether William Sentner was con- 
nected with the Radio Workers Machine Works of America? 

Mr. Rtshmore. Yes. 

Mr. M at thews. Was Sentner holding some official position in the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Rtshmore. He was organizational secretary of the Missouri 
party. 

Mr. Matthews. After you joined the Communist Party, did you 
hold any official positions in the Communist Party? 

Mr. Rtshmore. You want a list of what I did? 

Mr. Matthews. Yes. 

I7S7 
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accuse a person, and I am definitely going to file action against Mr. 
Leech, because there must be some protection against such a practice. 

Mr. Hoslat. In a previous question I asked you whether or not you 
spoke at any meeting for the Scottsboro boys, and I believe your answer 
was “No.” In the Western Worker of July 13, 1936, the following 
news item appears: 

Bollywood aids Scottsboro boys, I** Aa*rl«. Joly A Hollywood ay* I d prored 
Its sympathy for the Scottsboro boys at the benefit last night at the Central Avenue 
Club Ala bama . Although proceed* are oot totaled, a similar ben; fit given ai the 
aatue place 2 months ag o netted $1,000. Among those In attendance were Fnoci? 
Lederer, Lionel 8tander. R^hert Ann&iroctg. Clarence Muse, Gut Endure, Samuel 
Omit*, Loo Darro, RobenTa^ker, >h D Bright ,_Arthur Strawn, AUm, Baiter, 
Jorg Irens, Frank Tuttle, and Rusaetl Hicks. 


What do you have to stafF! 

Mr. T,mrr>ra I have to state the following : That I hare been agam 
and again to the Club Alabam Quite a number of evenings. I go often 
to these oolored night clubs, ana it just happens this was on a Sunday 


that night, just as I would be going to any night club, but I didn’t 
contribute anything. 

Mr. Hurley. In the April 29. 1937, issue of the Western Worker, the 
following news item appears: 

California students demand peace — 30,000 participated on pcmct dav. • * * 
Four atudent speakers addressed the University of California meeting. At 
TJ. C. L. A. the speakers were Rev. E P RfUind, Frank Sv'ully. and Lionel Siaufto. 
Fraud* Lederer wa* among the speakers it L 1 Junior College. a 

Is that the meeting to which you referred previously! 

Mr. Lmgpwt Yes. Will you allow me to present to you — I think 
this has nothing to do witK it — I have with me a leaflet and membership 
card which are the only literature which we have ever given out. ana 
which would clarify to you that the organization has no political 
significance. 

The Chairman. I do not think that is necessary to this matter. 

(Witness excused.) 
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TESTIMONY OF LIONEL J STANDEE, ACT01 ■ 

7, 

(The witness was duly sworn by the chairman.)- 
Mr. Hurley. What is your full name! * 

Mr. Standee. Lionel J Stander. 

Mr. Hurley. What is your profession t < 

Mr. Stander. Actor. 

Mr. Hublet. Are you a citizen of the United States! 

Mr. Staxder. Yes; native born, here in New York City. 

Mr. Hurley. Will you briefly state your career as an actor! 

Mr. Standee. I started in th* Provmoetown Playhouse in the YB- 
lage in the early days with John fTXeil and Robert Edwin J<<*» 
an d others who got their start there. Vhen I performed as a n*** 

C per reporter, working on the Evening Journal, in Charlotte* 
rs, ana a couple of others. I was with the Theater Guild for * 
year, and playea in m number of independent pla vs — -jn 26 . Then «• 
the road with* Fred Allen, and plaved 9 regular programs. After tW 
played withTFXlmie- Brice, Bert Lahr , and others, and^inJL^S •*** 
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Mr. Hurlrt. In the Western Worker for March 29, 1937, the fol- 
lowing item appeared : 

Screen Actors tor Mooney Pardon. A wire to Lieutenant Governor Hatfield ^ 
erring favorable action on a pardon for Tom Muuney was sect by the follow- 
ing prominent screen actors, directors, and writers: Fredrtcb March, Tiormm 
El ridge, Rabert_ Montgomery/ Groucho Marx, James Cagney, Edward G BqMa 
json, Gloria Snaart.^Jean^lfair, Lionel Slander, and others. - - 

Is that article substantial] j truef jf 

Mr. Standee. That is true. Even j^mjg ne W alkex>went there. Li - 
felt that when I gave money to the Torallooney cause it was jus- 
tified. 

The C hairma n. We have in our possession indisputable evidence 
that the Communist Party did seize upon this issue to raise money, but 
not for the purposes of helping Tom Moonev. 

Mr, Standee. It i> a question of a person Seing wise in choosing the 
agencies through which they give to charity. I would not give to fcny f 
Fascist organization — but I see your point f f 

The Chairman. Were you ever known under any other nam/thaa 1 
Lionel St&nder? 

Mr. Standee. Never. 

The Chaibmak. Did you ever hear the name *J. Rand”! 

Mr. Standee. The first time I ever heard the name was when the 
Loe Angeles grand jury asked me if I had ever heard of that name. 

Mr. Hi'reey. Under date of April 29, 1937, the Western Worker, 
western organ of the Communist Party, U. S. A., carried an item as 
follows : 

CaUfuroA fcrndent* iJemnnd Pp — 30.030 Partk-ipeted on Pear* Day. Four 
student speaker* »ddresj*nl the rniversity of California meeting. Meetings"wn* — 
also held at Lo* Angeles and Ran Francisco junior colleges and in no nfat * w 
other junior colleger and colleges. Four student speakers addressed tbt CA 
veralty of California meeting At C. C L A. the speakers were Rev. R P. Byta £ 
Frank Scully, and Lionel grander. Francis Lederer was among the epeabve fit 
Los Angeles Junior College l a 

Is that a true si atement ? *- 

Mr. Standee. Yes. Dr. Allan and Scully called me up, and I asked 
them what it was for, and they told me that it was for peace. 

Mr. Hcblet. Did you ever belotig to any organization for the sup- 
port of Loyalist Spain ! 

Mr. Standee. That was it — sending ambulances to Spain. Yes: we 
Rent medical aid and ambulances to aid the vict ims of Italian and Ger- 
man fascism. I read in the newspapers that Franco has now joiwd^ 
up with Hitler and Mussolini, which is proof positive that ourf^ 
port of the Loyalist cause was right. I don't know whether you w 
call that communism or not. but many people throughout the cou 
Realized that the cause of democracy was at stake. Of course. I 
be wrong. 

The Chairman. No one is the questioning your right to give 
yw wish. Manx people believed in the Loyalist cause and many peo- 
ple believed in the Franco cause. It is not for us to pass judgment tm 
what a roan believes in. AH we are interested in is that we want to 
substantiate these records. 

Mr. Hurlkt. In the magazine known as Soviet Russia TodiT* M 
the edition of May 1938, there is an article entitled “AmericaTlV* 
gressives cm the Moscow Trials.” Your name is listed as a signer «f 
the statements made in that article! ' 
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